THE PHILIPPINES' CEBU GUERRILLA STAMPS OF (G442-1943
RBY: RAYHOND V. SPF

OQuring the earlv months of the Japanese Occupation ol  the
Philippines din 1642, communication facilirtias ol  the loce!
government broke down. in CEB ™ FROVINCF (the premier province in
the Visavan islands), the nervhern fowns immediately fell lo I-hy e
Japanese, The southern fowns wers spared but aply  for o lew
montrs. The United Statec Armed Forces in the Far Bast (USAFTE
the combined forces of the USA and the Philippines wunder Gen.
Douglas MacArthur), crganized the Cebu Guerrilla Force under the
joint command of Lt. Col. James Cushinp for the Northern Cebu
Force and Lt. Col. Harrv Fentnn for the Southern Cehu Force.

-

Since the southern towns of Cebu were ot immediﬂrély
occupied by the Japanese, the Southern Cebu Forces (5CP) was uble
to partially rTestore postal services in the 18 lowns under their
jurisdiction. These towns include the foallowing; Alcantara,
Alcoy, Alegria, Argao, Badian, Barili, Carcar, Palaguete,
Dumanjug. Ginatilan, “Malaboyvoe, Moalboal, Pinamungajan, Ronda,
0siob, Samboan, Santander and Siboenga.

’

For the prepavment of =zervices, the SUF decided to  issue
emergency guerrilla stamps in 4 denominations. These were printed
by Mé}. Cipriano Barba, in the following denominations; 2 cents
and 4 cents for ordinarv mail, 16 cents for registration and 20
cents for special delivery.

The 2 lower values were printed on pink USA bond paper,
substance 16 in small sheetlets of 10, The 16 and 20 cents were
printed side bv side on white USA bond paper, svhstance 16 in
small sheetlets of 8, but in a  totally peculiar fashion., That
is to say, seemingly in tete~beche format, 4 stamps on one side
of the sheet plus the other &4 stamps on the reverse side of the
same sheet, occupving the blank suaces of the front. In the Mayv-
June 1955 dissue of the PHILIPPINE JOURNAL OF PHITLATELY, Pablo
Esperidion offers +this explanation; the printer probably used
this strange format :o save tima when cutting down the stamps.

While that expianation may he one renson, I tcan ofisr a move
jogical explanation which 1s as fol.ows;

Since Barba was abie te move only his wmanually cperatad
printing machine to his hometown in Barili when the Japanese
invaded Cebu City, he tan short of letratypes for a sheet that
would contain & x 20 cents stamps and 4 x 16 cents stamps. In
fact he can only produce one piate for a 20 cents stamp and ono
plate for a 16 cents stamp.

Faced with such a dilemna, Burba either experimented by
Trial and Error or uased his vears of experience 25 a printer 1to
find the easiest wav to print the requited & stamps to a sheetl .
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COMPLETE et of ihe guerrtlla siamps  lssued by the
GLLA, is nin ed above. Set consists ol 2, 40 16 and 20e. The 2 and d¢ stamps
weure issued in sheets of 19 stamps per sheel, while the 16 and 20¢ were issued
in sheet of & :iamps—4 printed o the obverse and 4 on fhe reverse of the sheet,
Sheet of the i+ and 20~ as shown ahove bears the signature of D, P, Dayon,
Postmaster of cinamungezjan. Coebu—(Phote courlesy Don Rodrige 0. Velezr),

Southern Cebu  Forces,

The - solution was in fact verv simple. That is, at first,
print a pair of 2C cents and 16 cents stemp Yo the upper right
Lovner  of  the sbheet. Hext, cotats the papsr 2ol s the zana.
Note that when the paper is rotated, the lower Jeft corner
becomes the ypper right corner. Now using the reverse side of the
same sheet {which is ungummed anyway), tepeat the first and
second procedure. The resulting what-vou-may-call-it is therefore
not & tete-heche at all. kKhatever it is, credit is due to Barba

for providing philacelists with such a unique iten.
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Thase stamps ware ulilized oy members of the guervilla unit
SCT and were alse sold co civilians living {0 arcas whare the
guaertilla mail service was avaiiable. '

In effect, these stanps were in use for only A months
between November 2<% nptil MMarch 19430 Tn April of 1943, e
Japanese Imperial army  overtun vhe guecrilia ooits  aond  took
conttol  of southers febu. Theire the Japanese discovared the
operations of the Cebu guerriie sall service. The thousands o7
unused Cebn guerrilla stamps found Iying in  the small postal
offices were burned to the ground. The Japanese also found

farba's printing press in Darili and tuis teo was burned. Fox
fear of Japanese persecution, rtesidents who are in possession of
these stamps and covers also burned their holdings. However, the
local philatelist Oscar G. Guido realized the importance of these
stamps and covers and decided to hide away his materials. He
sought out a large biscuit can, placed his Cebu guerrilla . stamps
and covers inside and placed his treasures in a hollow wall of
the belfrv of the town's church. Tt was in this manner that the
materials ip his possession were. saved, Other stamps and .covers
were probably hidden in a similar manner and these too were
saved.

But what is the significance of these stamps to bicvcle
stamps collectors?

‘The Japanese Imperial Forces invaded CEBU PROVINCE on April
10,1942 and dimmediately took charge of all banking, commerce,
communications as well as fuel supplies. As a result, it bhecame
necessary Ffor the SCF to employ foot messengers composed of
farmer volunteers to telay letters in the neighboring towns. For
letters addressed to the far—-flung areas, Maj. Mariano V.
Trinidad who was himself partly responsible for the restoration
of the Cebu guerrilla postal service, related that the "Mails
were relayed from one town to the next by messengers mounted on
bicycles. Mail posted at Barili, Cebu at 8 or 9 o'clock in the
morning was sure to reach Samboan, Cebu 66 kilometers away at &
o'clock in the afterncon of the same day."

Cebu guerrilla stamps and covers are tare and expensive. A
set of single MINT stamps costs about US581,000. In June of 1990,
a cover addressed to Oscar G. Guido franked wiih a 2 cents Cebu
guerrilla stamp realized an incredible US$2,150. in an interna-
tional auction held in Manila.
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